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Testing Different Cover Making Processes 

I gave two variables (wax or no wax; moisture or no moisture) on making these samples to see 

what the most effective method is in getting the clear pattern. The papers are either 3 layers of Uso 

Mino Thin or 3 layers of Uso Mino Thin + Yellow Moriki, laminated with wheat starch paste. 

In conclusion, minimum amount of moisture added to the paper and waxing on the carved wood 

gave the best result. Moistures will give more impression on the paper, which makes the pattern 

slightly visible even without reflecting light. However too much moisture will disturb the paper and 

create wrinkles. Wax helps making clear burnished design on the paper in reflecting light and also 

holds the paper in place while burnishing (which makes easier to burnish). Without any moisture, 

just waxing the wood can give a sharp pattern, so this can be an aesthetic choice. I decided to have a 

little impression with the burnished design, so that the pattern can be slightly visible in any angle. 

 

Sample 
# 

Papers 
Moisture Wax 

None Minimum Wet None On Wood On Paper 

1 Uso Mino ○   ○   

2 Uso Mino   ○ ○   

3 Uso Mino ○    ○  

4 Uso Mino   ○  ○  

5 Uso Mino  ○   ○  

6 Moriki   ○  ○  

7 Moriki  ○   ○  

8 Moriki  ○   ○ ○ 
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1. No wax + no moisture 
 
= Pattern too subtle 

 

2. No wax + too much moisture 
 
 = Paper wrinkled. Deep 
impression but not much 
burnished marks. 

 

3. Waxed on wood + no 
moisture 
 
 = Clear pattern observed on 
reflecting light. Minimum 
impression. 

 

4. Waxed on wood + too much 
moisture 
 
 = Paper wrinkled. Deep 
impression. 

 

5. Waxed on wood + minimum 
moisture 
 
 = Clear pattern. Slightly shinier 
than #3. Some impression. 
Uneven look depending on the 
wetness. 
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6. Waxed on wood + no 
moisture 
 
 = Clean and clear pattern 
observed on reflecting light. 
Minimum impression. 

 

7. Waxed on wood + minimum 
moisture 
 
 = Clear pattern, but a little 
fuzzier than #6. Uneven 
coloring. Shiny burnished area. 

 

8. Waxed on both wood and 
paper + minimum moisture 
 
 = Clear pattern. Slightly uneven 
coloring. Waxing on paper does 
not show much difference. 
Shiny burnished area. 

 
Recto of #1 through #8, respectively. 

 
Verso of #1 through #8, respectively. 

 


