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GWENDOLYN BROOKS PAPERS TREATMENT RECORD  

Treatment No. 219509 Barcode 30112128497556 

Treatment by Yungjin Shin Treatment Date 03/23/2022 

 

Before Treatment 

 

Item # S30-B140OS-Item 1 

Temporary Box 
- [Extremely Fragile Papers] 
- John F. Kennedy Inaugural Address January 20, 1961 
(original box: 53A, Newsclippings, Personal Interest) 

Material Paper 

Physical 
Description 

Brown vegetable parchment (?) paper, 
printed in black. Black ball-point pen writing 
on verso, “A gift to me from Mrs. Gladys 
Cook, Chicago”. 
(Dimensions: W 30cm x L 37.7cm) 

Condition Extremely brittle (crispy). Paper is in pieces, 
broken along the folds. 

After Treatment 

 

Treatment • Cleaned the surface using cosmetic 

sponges. 

• Humidified the item in humidification 

chamber for 20 mins. 

• Dried in hard/soft sandwich (mat board-

Reemay-object-Reemay-4 layers of felt-

Plexiglas) under many heavy weights over 

the weekend. 

• Fully encapsulated in 5-mil mylar sheets. 

Treatment 
Hours 

1.5 hours 
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Before Treatment 

 

Item # S30-B140OS-Item 2 

Temporary Box 
- [Extremely Fragile Papers] 
- Holy Matrimony Certificate, Keziah Wims and David 
Brooks (original box: 71A, Papers of others; Keziah and 
David Brooks) 

Material Paper 

Physical 
Description 

Color printed with floral design on thick 
paper. Blank on verso. 
(Dimensions: W 30.4cm x L 37.8cm) 

Condition Extremely brittle. Loss on top center. Many 
tears and small losses along the edges and 
folds. 

After Treatment 

 

Treatment • Cleaned the surface using cosmetic 

sponges. 

• Humidified the item in humidification 

chamber for 15 mins. Dried in 

blotter/Reemay stacks over the weekend. 

• Secured the detached pieces from recto 

using wheat starch paste and Hanji 

tissue, to keep them temporarily in place 

when lining from verso. 

• Prepared thinned (skim milk consistency) 

wheat starch paste and a piece of Hanji 

(Korean paper, series 3, 13gsm), cut a 

little bigger than the object. 

• Pasted out the Hanji piece on a mylar 

sheet. Attached the Hanji to the verso of 

the object. Blotted the back of the tissue 

using blotter. Dried between 

Reemay/blotter stack overnight. 

Switched the blotter after the first 

30mins. 

• After dried, trimmed the excess tissue. 

Rehoused in mylar sleeve. 

Treatment 
Hours 

2 hours 

 


